
 

You will find in this Newslet-

ter, continued evidence of our 

Land Trustôs creativity and 

vigor.  Our efforts continue in 

the areas of habitat protection, 

advocacy, education, steward-

ship and collaboration with 

other environmental groups.  

We are blessed with a great 

staff and vigorous volunteers.  

Our endowment is recovering 

nicely from the effects of the 

recent recession, and will con-

tinue to throw off operating 

funds. 

 

This spring will bring a change 

of leadership, as I am coming to 

the end of two exciting years as 

president.  New leaders are in 

the wings, and will be presented 

for membership approval at our 

annual meeting on April. We 

thank retiring board member 

Maria Glickman for her years 

of service. We will be renew-

ing the board with ñnew 

bloodò and new ideas.  At the 

same time, it seems important 

that our organization retain a 

sense of continuity.  New 

ideas are exciting, but we need 

to continue the valuable initia-

tives we have begun in the 

past several years, and remem-

ber the distinguished history of 

the Land Trust. 

 

COLLABORATIONS.  We 

continue to work with the 

Town on trailhead parking and 

the handicapped fishing pier 

on the Douglass-Mount Parcel.  

Board members and former 

board members serve on the 

Town Open Space Committee 

and the Farmington River Wa-

tershed Association (FRWA).  

Rally field trips offer an excel-

lent chance to show off the 

beauty and history of our area 

and the activities of our Land 

Trust. 

 

I have served for several years 

on the Steering and Advocacy 

Committees of the Connecticut 

Land Conservation Council 

(CLCC), an umbrella group 

coordinating the work of vari-

ous conservation groups in-

cluding land trusts.  CLCC has 

matured and now has offices 

and staff, and is poised to be-

gin its work in earnest; you 
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will soon hear more about this 

group, and see the results of 

their efforts. 

 

ADVOCACY. FLT will 

remain active locally in pro-

moting separation of Farming-

tonôs TPZ and Wetlands Com-

missions.  Our Town is one of 

only six in the State with the 

present antiquated joint Com-

mission arrangement, and we 

believe that separation repre-

sents ñbest practiceò.  On the 

State level, Advocacy Chair 

Lori Brown will continue to 

ñcoachò us on issues and how 

we can help.  Lori is very ex-

perienced in the workings of 

the Legislature, and is Execu-

tive Director of the CT League 

of Conservation Voters ï a 

powerful nonpartisan environ-

mental watchdog group. 

 

SURFACE RUNOFF.   This 

effort entails both collabora-

tion and advocacy, as we will 

be working with FRWA on 

their ñFreedom Lawnsò or-

ganic lawn care initiative.  We 

hope thereby to help reduce 

runoff of road and lawn 

chemicals into our rivers and 

aquifers.  The Town of Farm-

ington is participating via pub-

lic information and reduced 

road salt/sand use. 

 

STEWARDSHIP.   Vigorous 

stewardship efforts on the part 

of VP and Stewardship Chair 

(Continued on page 2) 

Charles and Joanie Leach 

On the Beautiful Henry 

Mason Trail on Aqueduct 

Photo by Dennis Buden 

Page 1 

The Meadows in Farmington 

by Alden Warner 

By Charles Leach MD 

President of FLT 



Presidentõs Message - continued - 

Page 2 

              NEWSLETTER 

Joe Treggor have resulted in new 

trails [Aqueduct and Carey-

Rauch], clearing of the Clatter 

Valley Road easement and resto-

ration of the historic Carey Barn.  

Joe has also continued the Ex-

perimental River Buffer Project 

along the Henry Mason Trail on 

Aqueduct. Outcomes re: sup-

pression of invasives will be 

evaluated this summer.  He has 

recruited and effectively led a 

host of volunteers, in addition to 

his Stewardship Committee 

members. 

 

Speaking of trails - I have ex-

changed the photo weôve been 

running with these ñmessagesò 

for one of my wife Joanie and 

myself on the beautiful Henry 

Mason Trail on Aqueduct.  Do 

get out on the Land Trustôs trails 

ï they are there to be enjoyed, 

and make a great outing. 

We are now looking at stew-

ardship costs ï mowing, snow 

removal and other mainte-

nance ï and hope to save 

money for FLT while continu-

ing to meet our obligations.  

This complex issue requires a 

targeted care plan for each of 

our parcels.  We hope that 

neighbors can help out with 

some of our stewardship tasks, 

which result in our biggest 

annual expense. 

 

NATIONAL LAND TRUST 

RALLY.   The Land Trust 

Alliance, a vigorous umbrella 

group serving the myriad of 

US land trusts, will hold their 

annual Rally at the Convention 

Center in Hartford, October 2 

through 5, 2010.  Rally is a 

most exciting gathering of 

around 2000 dedicated conser-

vationists from around the 

country.  It attracts experts 

who know how to accomplish 

their goals and motivate oth-

ers to help.  The meeting is 

great fun to attend (I have 

been to the last five!), and 

FLT will be assisting with the 

Host Committee.  We have 

offered to lead field trips fea-

turing some Farmington at-

tractions and the Farmington 

River; and Joe Treggor has 

submitted proposals for panel 

presentations. 

I urge you to attend! 

 

FINALLY ï The Farmington 

Land Trust does a superb job 

of protecting open space and 

habitat in our Town.  FLT 

merits your support.  Please 

keep it strong by contribut-

ing, and participating in its 

good works! 
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2010 will  be  a very exciting and busy year for the Farmington Land Trust, and we hope to see a 

lot of membership participation.  There are so many wonderful projects and committees that would 

allow you to become involved for an hour, a day, or as long as you desire.  Each year, we have vol-

unteers who come for our ñDay on the Landò and others who help with membership mailings and 

many other special projects.  It is a great way to not only help the Land Trust, but to make new 

friends and share your talents.  In 2010, we are expanding our committees by involving Land Trust 

members.  Our committees include:  acquisition, advocacy, education, operations, and stewardship, 

along with other subcommittees.  If you would like to join one of our committees, please fill and 

mail the required information on the next page or call the office for details. 

 

Also, as members, we all know the value of the work the Land Trust does to keep Farmington the 

very special town that it is.  Please encourage your friends and neighbors to check out our activities 

on our website, visit our properties, hike our trails, and attend our annual meeting on April 15th. 

 

2009 proved to be a challenging year for our nation and for our Land Trust as well.  Our member-

ship is the financial backbone of the organization, so a special thanks to all of you who helped 

make our mission possible in the past;  we need your support to help us achieve our goals in 2010 

as well!  

FLT Annual Meeting 

Membership Update By Debbie Klene,  Membership Committee Chair                                                                                    

Please join us at the 2010 Farmington Land Trust Annual Meeting on Thursday, April 15, 2010. 

Our speaker will be Dr Ken Feder, Professor of Archaeology and Anthropology at Central 

Connecticut State University. The topic of the lecture is:  
ñThe Avaricious Humour of Designing Englishmenò:  

How the Tunxis  Lost Their Ancestral Lands to the English Settlers of the Farmington Valley. 
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